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THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

The First Sunday in Lent 
 
February 18, 2018 Eleven o’clock 
 
THE PRELUDE 

“Weary of Earth, and Laden with My Sin” Smith 
 

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 Leader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ,  
   let us forgive one another.  
   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 People: And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another or exchange,  
by words and gesture, signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 
THE PRELUDE (continued) 
 
THE ANTHEM trad. Welsh, arr. Schafferman  

“Hear Now Our Prayer” 
Cherub and Junior Choirs 

               
THE CALL TO WORSHIP  
 Leader:  We lift our souls to God, 
 People:  trusting God with our past, our present, and our   
   future. 
 Leader:  Teach us, O God, that we might know your ways. 
 People:  Lead us in your truth; in you we find salvation. 
 Leader:  Let us remember God’s faithful promises, 
 People:  that we might walk paths of love and mercy. 
 ALL: Let us worship God. 
 
*THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 467 

“How Great Thou Art” o store gud 

 
*THE PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
THE CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 God our Redeemer, we confess 
 that we are people of ashes and dust. 
 You have claimed us in your covenant,  
 yet we forget your steadfast love. 
 You seek us out in the wilderness, 
 yet we continue to wander in our sin. 
 Forgive us, O God of grace. 
 Wash us clean once again, 
 so that we may return to you  
 and follow your holy way; 
 through Christ our Lord. 

Upon entering the 
sanctuary, let us be 
reverent in silence, 

fervent in prayer, 
hearty in praise, and 

expectant of God’s 
presence. 

Notes on the Bulletin: 
(*) Those who are able 

in the congregation  
are asked to stand 

(**) Ushers will seat 
late arrivers 

This tuneful retelling of 
the salvation story 

began in Swedish and 
was translated into 

German and then into 
Russian before reaching 
its English form. Despite 

such linguistic and 
musical revisions, it 

continues to be a 
meaningful source of 

comfort to many people. 

Based on Psalm 25 

Please sign and pass  
the register and,  

noting one another’s 
names, return it. 
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 THE KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: ...Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 
*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  (261) 

Wandering and lost,  
Thou hast sought us and found us, 

Stilled our rude hearts with Thy word of consoling; 
Wrap now Thy peace, like a mantle, around us, 

Guarding our thoughts and our passions controlling. 
 

THE CONVERSATION WITH THE CHILDREN 
This, this is where children belong,  

welcomed as part of the worshipping throng. 
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: 

This is where children belong. 
  
THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 9:8-17 
(following each reading) Pew Bible, O.T., p. 7 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
THE ANTHEM                 “A Lenten Prayer” Hopson 

Sanctuary Choir 
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT READING Mark 1:9-15 
 Pew Bible, N.T., pp. 34-35 

 

THE SERMON “Covenantal Life” Wes Pitts 
 

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 We trust in God, 
  whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 
 In sovereign love God created the world good 
  and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
  male and female, of every race and people, 
  to live as one community. 
 But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 
 Ignoring God’s commandments. 
  we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 

accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbor and nature, 
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 

 We deserve God’s condemnation. 
 Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 
 In everlasting love, 
  the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 

to bless all families of the earth. 

The Congregation is 
invited to sing as the 
children come 
forward. 
Children younger than 
kindergarten age may 
go to the nursery 
following the  
children’s sermon. 

God establishes the 
first covenant with the 
world 

The Gospel of Mark 
begins with a brief 
account of the work of 
John the Baptist, who 
is referred to as the 
forerunner of the 
coming Messiah. 
During these days, 
Jesus came from 
Nazareth in Galilee 
and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan 
River.  

“The Brief Statement 
of Faith “ is a 
confessional 
document written in 
the wake of 
Presbyterian reunion 
and adopted as part of 
The Book of 
Confessions and the 
constitution of the 
church by the General 
Assembly and 
presbyteries in 1991. 
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 Hearing their cry, 
  God delivered the children of Israel 

from the house of bondage. 
 Loving us still, 

God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 
 Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 

like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 
God is faithful still. 

 
*THE HYMN 339 

“Be Thou My Vision” slane 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 . . . Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy  name. 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE OFFERTORY            “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”  Amalia 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY old hundredth (592) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

*THE HYMN 285  
“God, You Spin the Whirling Planets” austrian hymn 
 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*THE CHORAL RESPONSE 

“Sevenfold Amen” Stainer 
Sanctuary Choir 

 
THE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 
*THE POSTLUDE 

“How Great Thou Art“ Linker 

These stanzas are 
selected from a 

20th-century 
English poetic 

version of an Irish 
monastic prayer 

dating to the 10th 
century or before.  

This text was written 
for the 1979 

National Meeting 
of United 

Presbyterian 
Women whose 
theme, “In the 

Image of God,” is 
variously 

considered here 
as reflection, 

focus, distortion, 
and polishing for 

clarity.  
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NEXT SUNDAY, February 25, 2018 
Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 
Psalm 22:23-31 
Romans 4:13-25 
Mark 8:31–38 
Steve Scott Preaching 
Sermon: “On the Road” 
 
A WARM WELCOME in the name of Jesus 
Christ is extended to everyone worshiping 
with us. If you have any questions about 
our church or if you are interested in 
becoming a member of First Presbyterian 
Church, please speak to a minister or one 
of the elders. You may join the 
Presbyterian Church by profession of faith 
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, by 
reaffirmation of faith, or by transfer of 
your letter from another church. 
 
FEBRUARY RESPONSIBILITIES 

Sanctuary Guild: 
Becky Johnson, Lynda Sloan 
Opening/Closing the Church: 
Tommy Kincaid 

 
USHERS TODAY 

Jim Pickett, Reggie Brown, 
Beth Davidson, Steve Hartzog, 
David Rothwell, Scott Zanotti, 
Aiden  Zanotti 

 
USHERS FEBRUARY 25 
 Don Searcy, Calvin Alexander, 
 Jeremy Kauffman, Katie Long, 
 Will Long, Ryan Oliphant,  
 Isaac Kauffman 
 
NURSERY TODAY 
  Sherry George, Melinda Childress 
 
NURSERY FEBRUARY 25 
 Falon Speaks, Annie Parker 
       Natasha Austin/Katie Long 
 
COVER ART:  
 “Noah's Ark” by Sadao Watanabe  
 
THE FLOWERS in the sanctuary today 
are given to the glory of God and in 
celebration of Black History Month by 
Merlin Christian. 
 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
Ann Brady 
Karl Kirkman 
 Iredell Memorial Hospital 
Maureen Snoddy 
 Brightmore, Salisbury 
 
Beryl Immesberger 

Oak Point 
 200 Meadowbrook Dr. #120 
 Kearney, Missouri 64060 
 
Fielding Deaton 
Dennis Woodall 

Brookdale Peachtree 
Bill Gilliam 
 The Gardens 
Becky Kirkman  
 
THE 2018 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL, 
“Jesus and the Prophets” is available on 
the table outside the Fellowship Room. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  
The Session has called the congregation 
to meet today immediately after worship, 
to concur with the request of Steve Scott 
to Salem Presbytery to dissolve the 
pastoral relationship between him and 
the church. Steve is accepting the call of 
the presbytery council to become 
transitional general presbyter of Salem 
Presbytery.  
 
PENNIES FOR HUNGER 
Since 1989 Salem 
Presbytery has 
distributed more than 
three million dollars 
to feed hungry people 
locally and around the 
world!!  
 
 
YOUTH will meet tonight at the home of   
Dick and Jonna Sears (123 Oak Forest 
Drive) following choir. 

 
O.W.L.S. (Older, Wiser, Livelier Seniors)  
has changed their regular gathering time to 
the third Tuesday of the month.  Next 
gathering is this Tuesday, February 20, at 
12:30. 
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2018 LENTEN STUDY will start Tuesday 
Evenings at 6:00 to 7:00 p.m., February 
20-March 27.  We will be reading 
through The Book of Joy: Lasting 
Happiness in a Changing World and the 
new PC(USA) Directory for Worship. Cost 
of the book is $15. 
 
FOURTH CREEK JOURNAL The deadline 
for submissions is February 22 for the 
March newsletter. 
 
SESSION RETREAT: The Session and the 
newly-commissioned Mission Study 
Team will meet for a day retreat 
on February 24 at Little Joe's Chapel at 
Barium Springs from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.   
 
THE 2018 CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
FESTIVAL CONCERT will be held on 
March 4 at 3:00 p.m.  All are invited. 

CHOIR ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Children's Choir Rehearsal schedule 
for Wednesday, Feb 21 and 28: 
Cherub and Junior Choirs will rehearse in 
the sanctuary with guest choirs 
from 4:45-5:45.  
 

A CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 
honoring Steve Scott and his twenty 
years of pastoral ministry will take place 
during   worship next Sunday, February 
25, with a reception following worship in 
the Fourth Creek Meeting Hall. We hope 
you will join us in celebrating the many 
wonderful things Steve has done for this 
congregation over the past twenty years 
as we say goodbye and wish him luck as 
he begins the next phase of his ministry 
as Salem Presbytery's Transitional 
Executive Presbytery.  
If you wish to write a note to Steve and 
Laurie, perhaps sharing a favorite 
memory, there will be a basket at the 
front of the church to collect these. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 
 

WHAT IS LENT? 
The season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, and self-examination in preparation for the 
celebration of the resurrection of the Lord at Easter. It is a period of 40 days — like the 
flood of Genesis, Moses’ sojourn at Mount Sinai, Elijah’s journey to Mount Horeb, Jonah’s 
call to Ninevah to repent, and Jesus’ time of testing in the wilderness. The Sundays in Lent 
are not counted in this reckoning of the time between Ash Wednesday and Easter, as eve-
ry Lord’s Day is a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
In the early church, Lent was a time of preparation for the celebration of baptism on East-
er. In many communities of faith it remains a time to equip and nurture candidates for 
baptism and confirmation and to reflect deeply on the theme of baptismal discipleship. 
 
WHY PURPLE? 
Purple is the liturgical color for Lent. Purple has traditionally signified times of prepara-
tion (which is why it's also used during Advent) and solemnity, and is therefore fitting 
during this season where we prepare ourselves for the day of resurrection. Purple is also 
associated with royalty, and since each Sunday during Lent is a celebration of Christ's res-
urrection, the purple also signifies Christ's sovereignty.    
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First Presbyterian Church 
125 N. Meeting Street 
Statesville, NC 28677 
Phone: 704-873-7244 

www.fpcstatesville.org 
www.facebook.com/fpcstatesville 

Stephen W. Scott 
Wes Pitts 

Melody Morrison Beaty 
Neal Hayes 

Pastor 
Director of Christian Education 
Director of Music 
Organist 

THE CHURCH AT WORK: STUDY, SHARE, SERVE 
 

Today 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 12:00 p.m. Congregational Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Dinner 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
 
Monday 6:30 p.m. Water into Wine 
   
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. Salem Presbytery 
 12:30 p.m. O.W.L.S. 
 5:00 p.m. Congregational Friends 
 6:00 p.m. Lenten Study 
 6:30 p.m. Circle 3 
  
   
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Staff/Prayers 
 12:00 p.m. The Gospels  
 4:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 
 4:45 p.m. Junior Choir 
 5:45 p.m. Handbell Choir 
 6:00 p.m. Family Movie Night 
 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir 
 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. Session Retreat 
 
NEXT Sunday, February 25 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 12:00 p.m. Celebration of Steve Scott’s  
  Ministry  
 5:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Dinner 
 6:30 p.m. Youth Group 


