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The Monthly Publication of 
the First Presbyterian Church in Statesville May 

2024

In this Issue

Our 2025 Stewardship 
Campaign has begun! 

Officially, we kicked-off next 
year’s campaign on Sunday, 7 
April 2024, when the Finance & 
Stewardship Committee 
determined it is important that 
we learn lessons from previous 
years and implement them in 
proactive and productive ways 
as we journey through this year 
and prepare for our future in 
ministry to God and for God’s 
people in Statesville. Already, 
those of you attending church 
and reading recent Orders for 
Worship have seen that we are 
including what financial 
information we can to further 
our culture of transparency. 
Across the next months, you 
will receive sermons and letters 
that will deepen our campaign 
and program, all in hopes of 
showing you how your 
stewardship helps us to flourish 
for God and neighbor. 

While this is not the typical 
“Pastor’s Pen” that you might be 
accustomed to reading from 
me, it is one I am happy to write 
for myriad reasons and give 

insight about some decisions 
that have been made in the 
recent weeks and months at the 
church. Before I begin with 
these decisions, I hope you’ll 
allow me to explain why we are 
connecting with you this way. 

We have found that effective 
communication is probably the 
most difficult function of our 
habitual tasks at the church. 
Because we serve you—people 
of different generations and 
varying preferences—it is not 
easy to know the best way to 
share the same information 
across the span of our 
congregation’s family and 
friends. Some prefer email and 
like getting weekly Wednesday 
Words that way; others enjoy 
being able to go online to the 
church website to locate this 
same weekly update as well as 
the monthly newsletter. Still, 
there are some who pine to 
hold a physical document in 
hand; while certain members 
wish we still had the weekly 
phone call through 
OneCallNow. And of course, 
not everyone comes to church 
worship the same week to get 
the Order for Worship and hear 

the same information. The 
difficulty is that there is no 
“one” method to convey the 
same information to everyone, 
so this newsletter edition must 
serve as the way we can say, 
“Remember May 2024; that’s 
where you’ll find it.” 

Stewardship is often regarded 
as the least fun season in the 
church because so many 
people believe it deals almost 
exclusively with money. In many 
respects, this can feel true; 
however, if you have listened to 
the sermons since October of 
last year, we have tried to make 
Tithes only 20% of what our 
FPC Stewardship looks like. 
Tithing is just one point of a 
five-pointed star, sharing the 
spotlight with Time, Talents, 
Treasures, and Traditions. 

In our church (as with any 
agency), we need money to 
make things happen. Just as we 
were ramping up to begin our 
big push for the Centennial 
Capital Campaign, our Session 
recognized the need we have 
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Our Congregational Leadership

Session Class of 2026 
Jan Ambrose   Congregational Life: F&F 
Sloan Goforth  Finance & Stewardship 
Katie Long   Christian Education 
Nate McElwee  Congregational Life: Cong. Care 
Jim Pickett   Safety

Session Class of 2024 
Catherine Baker  Christian Education 
Scarlett Chapman  Missions 
Robert Dearman  Worship 
Joanne Dodick  Congregational Life: Cong. Care 
Scott Stevenson  Property: 4CBG

Session Class of 2025 
Matt Austin   Admin.: Personnel 
Alan Carpenter  Admin.: Communications 
John Childress  Missions 
Sherry Harris   Worship 
Clay Speaks   Missions 
Dycie Walton   Christian Education

The Rev. C. Jeremy Cannada 
Pastor 

jeremy@fpcstatesville.org 
M-W: 9am - 5pm; appts. requested 
Th: by appt.; Sermon Preparation

Dr. Hanna Lee 
Director of Music Ministries 

hannah@fpcstatesville.org 
M-W: 9am - 12pm,  
W: 3 - 9pm (choir); Th: by appt. 
Sun: 3 - 5pm

Ms. LeighAnn Perkins 
Financial Secretary 

leighann@fpcstatesville.org 
by appointment

Mrs. Falon Speaks 
Director of the FPC Preschool 

preschool@fpcstatesville.org 
M-F: 8:30am - 12:30pm (Aug - May)

The Rev. Grant Sharp 
Pastor emeritus

Mrs. Clare Robinson 
Office Manager 

office@fpcstatesville.org 
M-W: 9am - 3pmCommittee Chairpersons 

Admin.: Communications       Alan Carpenter  
Admin.: Personnel        Matt Austin 
Christian Education        Catherine Baker & 
          Cate Tuck 
Congregational Life: Cong. Care      Nate McElwee 
Congregational Life: F&F       Jan Ambrose 
Endowment Board        John Gilbert 
Finance & Stewardship       Sloan Goforth 
Missions         Caroline Ciampanella 
Property: Historic Cemeteries      Scott Stevenson 
Property: Safety        Jim Pickett 
Property: Support Services       Scott Zanotti 
Worship         Robert Dearman &  
          Sherry Harris

mailto:jeremy@fpcstatesville.org
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The Pastor’s Pen (cont’d)

to fund and hire a new Associate Pastor for 
Christian Formation (the new way of speaking 
about Education). Such a step out in faith will 
require of us another $70,000-$75,000 in annual 
revenue and expenditure, with hope that this 
individual might add to the leadership and 
increase in our congregation. Because of this, the 
hard months of work and planning for the 
Sanctuary’s renovation have been paused 
indefinitely, until we can return to it in time. We 
will continue to take care of one of our greatest 
Treasures—the Sanctuary—along with the grounds, 
the McGeachy Building, and the Manse through 
the means we can as we must and are able. But for 
now, our Stewardship commitment has shifted to 
help us to raise money to have another person 
called to this growing congregation for our 
Children, Youth, and Adult formation and 
education programs. And we need you. 

The work of the church ought never to fall into the 
20-80 rule—where 20% of the people do 80% of 
the work. Such a model is not sustainable, and it 
will quickly lead to the burnout many are feeling. 
So, Stewardship & Finance wants us also to 
consider the ways by which each of us has at least 
one way we can share our Time & Talents for the 
good of others. As I wrote in January of this year, 
just imagine if each active member joined just one 
committee in its work and witness. If each of the 
248 of us (as of 15 April 2024 and regardless of 
age) was able to contribute to some committee in 
some way, few of us would feel the pulls of church 
work, and all of us would benefit from each other’s 
wisdom, experience, and contribution. To this end, 
you will find a newly prepared Time & Talents 
Survey has been developed that we hope you will 
complete and return to the church to become a 
means by which we can better employ you in 
God’s service and for others in our congregation 
and community. I hope we might turn the 20-80 
rule on its head, where we have at least 80% of 
our active members all sharing so that none of us 

must do more than 20% of the work at a time…. 
So, we need you. 

And finally, the growth of our church is not 
unprecedented; this congregation has grown 
rapidly before in generations before this one. But 
for us who are called to this home for now, the 
growth seems staggering and somewhat 
daunting. I promise you that an Associate Pastor 
or even a Parish Associate will not solve our 
problems—that is not their calling. This person will 
join a team made of two phenomenal Directors of 
Music Ministries and Preschool, a qualified 
Financial Secretary, a most hospitable Office 
Manager and Administrative Assistant, and your 
Pastor. But they will also join you to do work, 
service, missions, and ministry to help this 
congregation recognize the Traditions that we 
can be proud of as we plan for upcoming 
ministries about which we haven’t yet dreamed. 
Yes; we need you. 

The Stewardship & Finance Committee, your 
Session, and the FPC Office Team are excited to 
see how we all respond to God’s summons and 
our request for your participation across the next 
eight months of this year and beyond. We aren’t 
looking just to make a good budget that lives “in 
the black,” but we want to create a true lifestyle 
being the Watered Garden, where we Tend the 
Fig Tree, and Offer Ourselves with Generosity 
(former Stewardship Campaign titles). In such a 
way, we honor the commitments of the 
generations before us while building on the 
foundation for those who will come after us. 

We need you. 

God loves you, and so do I, 
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Worship Notes

5 May 2024 
Youth Sunday 

Acolyte TBA 
Communion John Childress, Robert Dearman,  
  Joanne Dodick, Sherry Harris,  
  Katie Long, & Nate McElwee, 
Ushers Team 2 - TBA (Captain) 
Scripture John 15.1-8 
Flowers Sally Parker

12 May 2024 
Ascension Sunday / Mother’s Day 

Acolyte TBA 
Ushers Team 4 - Brian Long (Captain) 
Scripture Psalm 47; Luke 24.44-53 
Flowers FPC

Weekly Livestream: fpcstatesville.org 

If you are a member-at-home and wish to have 
home communion provided to you, please 
contact Nate McElwee with Congregational Care.

26 May 2024 
Trinity Sunday 

Acolyte TBA 
Ushers Team 3 - Matt Austin (Captain) 
Scripture John 3.1-17 
Flowers Young Men’s Bible Class

19 May 2024 
Pentecost Sunday 

Acolyte TBA 
Ushers Team 2 - TBA (Captain) 
Scripture Acts 2.1-21

Flower Guild Information

If you would like to place flowers in memory or in 
honor of someone special during any other 
weekend of the year, please call Jane Lentz at 
704.880.6900 or email her at 
janeplentz@gmail.com. Thank you to everyone 
who gives arrangements to the glory of God!

May Birthdays

2 Will Spears 

3 Vicki Winthrop 

4 Nicholas Martinez 

 Robert Dearman 

7 Richard Robertson 

8 Brian Long 

9 Annie Fussell 

 Estelle Stinchcomb 

11 Karen Kauffman 

12 Chandler Terry 

13 Melinda Childress 

 Emma Ford 

 Parker Ford 

 Sally Nix 

15 Jeremy Cannada 

16 Truitt Beavers 

 Joan Scott 

17 Sandra Davidson 

 Heidi Kauffman 

18 Christina Zanotti 

20 Isaac Kauffman 

21 Chris Terry 

23 Natasha Austin 

25 Lane Beavers 

27 Roscoe “West” Goforth 

 Thomas Goforth  

29 Sarah Macon George 

31 Amelia Wasik 
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Notes of Gratitude

Greetings, 

On behalf of Iredell Christian Ministries, Inc., I 
gratefully acknowledge your Congregation’s 
generous donation of 1,363.8 pounds of food 
during the first quarter of 2024. We greatly 
appreciate your concern for the people in our 
community who in these difficult times rely on our 
pantry to provide food for their families.  

Your contribution along with other food donations 
is distributed wisely to the folks that come to our 
doors for help. We remain encouraged in our 
service by churches like yours who so generously 
partner with us in this good work. 

    Sincerely, 
    Joy Morrison 

Dear First Pres. Friends, 

I am so blessed by the outpouring of love and 
support for me as I recover from surgery. The 
lovely cards, phone calls, visits, flowers, and 
delicious food is very much appreciated. Most of 
all the many sincere prayers have truly been 
effective—I am progressing well. 

    Thank you— 
    God Bless All— 
    Love, 
    Mary George

OWLS

The OWLS will hold their next luncheon on 
Tuesday, 7 May 2024 at 12:30pm in the Fourth 
Creek Meeting Hall. They will resume their 
monthly meals on Tuesday, 1 September.  

RSVP to Martha Rothwell at 704.450.7169 or 
Sarah Davis at 704.902.1937.

PW Circle 3

Circle 3 will meet Tuesday, 21 May , 6:30pm at the 
Manse. If the weather is nice, we will meet 
outside. We encourage everyone to bring a chair. 
Circle 3 is going to put together a basket of gift 
cards for Fifth Street’s “Christmas in July” project. 
Please bring a gift card. We invite women to join 
this multigenerational Presbyterian Women Circle. 

We would like to express our appreciation to the 
Food & Fellowship Committee for their help in 
serving each week’s meals and to John Childress 
for coordinating weekly menus. 

Each month, we had food provided to us by the 
Greenbriar Grille, with the exception of the third 
Wednesday, the Historic Cemeteries Committee 
will host “Tacos for Tombstones” as a fundraising 
dinner to support the cleanup of the cemeteries’ 
tombstones through May. 

F&F Wonderful Wednesday Kitchen Teams 
• 1 May Team 4 
• 8 May Team 5 
• 15 May Team 6 
  (Tacos for Tombstones) 
• 22 May Picnic at Davesté Vineyards

Wonderful Wednesdays
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Missions Update

FPC 2024 Missions Golf Tournament 
Thursday, 2 May at the Statesville Country Club  

Volunteers are needed! Please see the church 
website for a link to sign up! All church members 
are invited to attend the tournament to show their 
support. Lunch will be available for purchase. 

Toiletry Collection 
Over the course of the next four months the 
Mission Committee will collect toiletry items for 
local middle and high schools to provide to 
students in need for the 2024-2025 school year.  

For the month of May, please consider donating 
toothbrushes and toothpaste. Items can be 
dropped off in the collection tub outside the 
church office. 

Upcoming donations: 
• June (deodorants);  
• July (razors, shaving cream); and  
• August (feminine hygiene products). 

These will be assembled and distributed to a 
several agencies that have need in fall.

Lending a Hand

Lynn Purdie-Brennan has notified us: 

Fifth Street Ministries is taking clothes again. They 
also love to receive the take-home containers we 
get when we go out to eat.

Teacher Appreciation Week 

Teacher appreciation week is coming up the second 
week in May! This is a special time that we can honor 
and celebrate our amazing teachers here at FPC 
Preschool for all that they do for our children every 
single day. We are hoping to shower our teachers 
with cards and treats the week of May 6th-10th. If 
you are interested in sponsoring a teacher or 
helping to provide a breakfast or lunch for our 
preschool teachers, please email Falon Speaks at 
preschool@fpcstatesville.org. Thank you church 
members and parents for your help in this special 
project.

Custodial Update

Effective 1 April 2024, the church is now using a 
new custodial vendor to do our church cleaning. 
It’s like you have already noticed some change. 
We ask you to help us save money and their time 
by cleaning up after any function with which you 
are a part at church: wiping down tables, 
sweeping floors, and taking out trash. Thank you.
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DAV E ST É  V I N E YA R D S

FPC, Statesville 
end-of-year celebration 

at

Wednesday, 
 22 May 2024 
5:30 - 7:30pm

•Meet at the Pavilion 
•FPC will provide the main course 
•Bring a side-dish 
•Enjoy time together!

155 Lytton Farm Road Troutman, NC 28166
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The deadline for the Fourth Creek Journal is 12:00pm 
of every third Tuesday of each month. 

The June issue deadline is Tuesday, 21 May 2024. 

The calendar insert (print version) is current as of the time of publishing. 
For the most up-to-date calendar, go to fpcstatesville.org/calendar 

The First Presbyterian Church 
125 North Meeting Street 
Statesville, North Carolina 28677 
(Return Service Requested) 

Tel: 704.873.7244 

The First Presbyterian Church welcomes all to worship and serve the Lord. We honor 
and celebrate human and theological diversity and unity through Jesus Christ. We 
welcome individuals of every age, race, nationality, gender, ability, sexual orientation 
and economic circumstance to participate in the life and mission of our church.


